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.{tsSTRACT

Cnptosporidium is a coccidian protozoan pathogen that causes a diarrhoeal illness called
cry ptosporidiosis. The disease is mostly self-limiting in healthy individuals but its life
ihreatening in immunosuppressed persons like those with Acquired lmmunodeficiency
Slndrome (AIDS) and children where diarrhea is watery and profuse.

The study was carried out at KenyattaNational Hospital (KNH) for periods of six months
nrorn February to August 2008 .A total sample of two hundred and sixty six (266) were
collected processed and examined.

The study was aimed at determining the occuffence of cryptosporidium parvum andits
infection rate in relation to age and sex, the prevalence rate was highest among the young
age -€roup 0-15 years and in females. This was prohably due to low immrmity in young
cirildren and the fact that there were mare fernales admi*ed t?raa clales.

Cryptasporidium p*rvumh& the hugest prevalence comp.red to all other parasitic
infegtions- Clidcdly, sis ceuld lrct k distinguished from giardiasis and the
other enterap*thcgem, rnaking tte des*rastraties *f ega*im $sing sodifid zieh-
\eelsen staiaifig trehr:ique rlecess*ry

It xa cbssrsed tliat th€ infmtio* rate was higb€r irr fesales than in cnales. This w*s
probably dre to the fwn*at **ere ltrer€ m*re fenales admittd than males. T?re infection
rate P-:ls alsc higber ie y**nga chitdrer: wt*ich e**Id have ka **ibt*e<t by their t*vr
bodr. immrmiry *md avercrawd*rg ;$ €re @ierfc ward-
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